




The SRARP is a division of the South 

Carolina Institute of Archaeology and 

Anthropology (SCIAA) at the 

University of South Carolina (USC). 

The SRARP is an on-site presence at 

the Savannah River Site (SRS and 

manages the archaeological and other 

historic resources for the United 

States Department of Energy (DOE). 



What  i s Archaeol ogy?



What  i s Archaeol ogy?

Ar chaeol ogy  i s

t he  sci ent i f i c

s t udy  of  peopl e

f r om  t he past

t hr ough t he  t hi ngs

t hey  m ade  and

used.



As a result of the Federal and State laws and 

regulations, the South Carolina Institute of 

Archaeology and Anthropology/ Savannah River 

Archaeological Research Program 

(SCIAA/SRARP) began in 1973 a phased approach 

to archaeological compliance involving 

reconnaissance surveys, general intensive 

watershed surveys, specific intensive surveys, 

data recovery and coordination with major land 

users on and around the Savannah River Site. 



The Antiquities Act of 1906 (Section 3) and 

subsequent cultural resource laws and 

regulations state that the intent of Congress in the 

undertaking of cultural resource protection and 

investigation is to benefit recognized scientific or 

educational institutions, with a view to increasing 

public knowledge. Archaeological, historical, and 

geo-archaeological research must be conducted 

within the Savannah River Basin in order to 

adequately investigate and properly manage 

cultural resources of the SRS for the future. 





The primary mission of the SRARP is to ensure that the 

Department of Energy remains in compliance with the 

federal laws regarding archaeological and other 

cultural resources. To that end, the SRARP conducts 

regular archaeological surveys of the Savannah River 

Site as a part of the SRS Site-use process. 

In addition to the Site-use process, the SRARP works 

closely with the United States Forest Service-Savannah 

River (USFS-SR) to ensure compliance in areas that 

have been slated for logging activities. From first 

thinning to complete regeneration, SRARP staff look 

for, and protect archaeological sites in areas of 

potential impact. 

Because of the SRARP on-site presence we are able to 

ensure that all undertakings comply with existing 

historic preservation laws and do so with little or no 

impact to the planed project. 













Scr eeni ng t he

excavat ed soi l  al l ow s

ar chaeol ogi st s t o

r ecover  sm al l  ar t i f act s.

Det ai l ed m appi ng and

m easur i ng i s a vi t al  par t  of

t he excavat i on pr ocess.



GPR

Ground Penetrating Radar





Light Detection and Ranging



Af t er  a day i n t he f i el d,  ar t i f act s

are prepared f or  anal ysi s.

O ne aspect  of  anal ysi s

i s i dent i f yi ng ar t i f act s

by t ype and f unct i on.





Hammond, Turner & Bates

Factory was in Birmingham, offices in Manchester – England

Produced many high quality buttons for the Confederacy



clay marbles, left is only half











The SRARP f ield inves t igat ion t eam
r egular ly  r es ponds  t o Sit e Use

applic at ions .   These land alt er ing
pr oposals  c ould pot ent ially  des t r oy

ar c haeologic al r es our ces .



Ti m ber  

Com par t m ent  

Sur veys

Ea c h  y e a r  SRARP s u r v e y s  t im b e r
c o m p a r t m e n t s  t o  e n s u r e  c u lt u r a l
r e s o u r c e s  a r e  n o t  im p a c t e d  b y
h a r v e s t in g  o r  p la n t in g  a c t iv it ie s .



Curation
SRARP staff analyzes artifacts
and identifies them according to

type and function.  To date, nearly
2 million artifacts have been

analyzed and curated.



Beyond our compliance responsibilities, 

SRARP staff members engage in 

archaeology research both on the SRS 

and throughout the Central Savannah 

River Area. Because historic occupants 

did not stop at the modern day 

boundaries of the SRS, this research 

furthers our compliance efforts by 

helping to develop the regional context 

for historical sites on the SRS. 



Carol ina Bay Research
A jo in t  p r o je c t  wit h  t h e  Sa v a n n a h

Riv e r  Ec o lo g y  L a b o r a t o r y
in v e s t ig a t e s  t h e  c r e a t io n  a n d

h u m a n  la n d  u s e  o f  Ca r o lin a  b a y s .

St udies of  Car ol i na bays by
SRARP and SREL pr ov ide

cont ext  f or :

sediment collect ion

pr ehist or ic dist r ibut ion 
of  hum ans dat ing t o as ear ly as

10, 000- 8000 year s bef or e pr esent

Research



The Mississippian Project
Peo p le  o f  t h e  M is s is s ip p ia n  pe r io d  ( AD 1 00 0- 16 00 )
wer e  f a r m e r s ,  h un t e r s  a nd  c o lle c t o r s .   The y  liv e d  in
s e t t le d  v illa ge s  a lo n g  r iv e r  f loo dp la in s  a nd  in  s m all

f am ily  f a r m s  s c a t t e r ed  t h r ou gh o ut  t he  u p la nd s .

Fo u r  c h ie f d o m s ,  e a c h
wit h  it s  o wn  m o u n d  s it e
c a p it a l,  o n c e  in h a b it e d
t h e  a r e a  s u r r o u n d in g
t h e  SRS.   Re s e a r c h

f o c u s e s  o n  t h e
r e la t io n s h ip  b e t we e n

t h e  m o u n d  c a p it a ls  a n d
s m a lle r  M is s is s ip p ia n

s it e s  o n  t h e  SRS.



The Bartley Site,  Beech I sl and,  SC
Ar c h a e o lo g ic a l e x c a v a t io n s  r e v e a le d  a n  
e ig h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  f a r m s t e a d  b e lo n g in g  
t o  t h r e e  Swis s  b r o t h e r s  wh o  e m ig r a t e d  t o  
Ne w W in d s o r  To wn s h ip  in  1 7 3 7 .

M ost  of  t he ar t if ac t s  r ecover ed
cam e f r om  pit s  dug by  t he
set t ler s .  These and ot her

ar t if ac t s  pr ov ide inf or m at ion
about  ever yday  lif e.



Ea t in g  u t e n s ils  a n d  c e r a m ic s
f o u n d  d u r in g  e x c a v a t io n

r e v e a l t h e  Br o wn s  t o  h a v e
b e e n  m o d e r a t e ly  we a lt h y .



A e r i a l  V i e w  o f  t h e  E x c a v a t e d  S i t e

Pla n t e r  G e o r g e  Bu s h
a m a s s e d  c o n s id e r a b le

we a lt h  a n d  in f lu e n c e .   His
h o m e  wa s  p r o b a b ly  a

s y m b o l o f  p r o s p e r it y  a n d
s o c ia l s t a t u s .



Com m uni t y  Hi s t or y

Pr oj e c t

SRARP has  wr it t en and edit ed s ev er al
v olum es  on t he f or m er  c om m unit ies  of

t he SRS.   Near ly  t welv e- t hous and
c opies  hav e been pr es ent ed t o

int er es t ed indiv iduals .



Cinematic Outreach
The SRARP has produced eight (10) documentaries

on SRS and local history.

These films have screened both locally and around the country.  

More information can be found about the films 

on our Facebook page:

Savannah River Archaeological Research Program

Over 20 short video discussing artifacts in our collection.



V o lu n t e e r s
c o n t r ib u t e

v a lu a b le  t im e
a n d  e f f o r t  t o

r e s e a r c h
p r o je c t s  b o t h  in
t h e  la b  a n d  in

t h e  f ie ld .



Publ ic Dig Opportunities

Annual  Sum m er  

Ar chaeol ogy Cam ps

Education





The Savannah River Archaeological 

Research Program

celebrated 40 years

of Cultural Resource Management 

for the Department of Energy and 

The Savannah River Site 

In 2018.  



Links to:

SRARP’s Facebook page

Youtube videos

SRARP publications and annual reports

Posters of current SRARP research

Web exhibit on the former towns

And more 

www.SRARP.org
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